Key Terms: 

COVENANT: a relationship bound by promise and law
PROGRESSIVE REVELATION: God shows his plan piece-by-piece
OLD TESTAMENT: 39 books, narrative, poetry, and prophecy
NEW TESTAMENT: 27 books, narrative and epistle
PENTATEUCH: the first five books, written by Moses, foundational
TORAH: literally, the Law (usually refers to the Pentateuch)
HEBREWS/ISRAELITES: the children of “Eber” and the children of “Israel”
JEWS: the people of Judea, so … who is a Jew? 
CANAAN (PALESTINE): two bad names for the land of Israel
LEVANT: a good but rather obscure name for the land  
The First Picture of Salvation

(Genesis 1 – 11)

1. Creation in Six Days (Genesis 1)
1.1. Ex Nihilo: “Out of Nothing”
1.2. Divine fiat: “God's Command”
1.3. Image of God: Ephesians 4:24

1.4. Form and Filling: 

Day One: Light


Day Four: Lights
Day Two: Sea/Sky


Day Five: Birds/Fish
Day Three: Land/Plants

Day Six: Animals/Man
Day Seven:  REST
1.5. Labor to Rest: The Pattern of Life (Hebrews 4:9)
2. The Covenant of Life

2.1. Cultural Mandate (Genesis 1:27-28): marriage and work
2.2. Prohibition and Probation (Genesis 2:15-17): this is only a test
2.3. Two Trees: Choose Life or Choose Death
2.4. God and Adam: the relationship
3. The Fall (Genesis 3) 

3.1. Temptation: (1 Timothy 2:14)
· Eve was deceived
· Adam was not
3.2. Consequences: Death
3.3. Warfare: (Genesis 3:15) The Story Begins
4. The Covenant Story: Noah (Genesis 4-11)
4.1. Depravity and Destruction 

4.2. Noah’s Task: obedience under fire
4.3. Judgment and Deliverance: Passing Through Death
4.4. A “new covenant” with a “new creation”: Renewed Cultural Mandate
4.5. Covenant Breakers (Wine and Babel)

5. The Theology of Our Story

5.1. God created all things

5.2. God created all men and women in His image

5.3. All men and women fell into sin and death

5.4. God will provide salvation for His chosen people

Abraham’s Picture of Salvation

(Genesis 12 – 50)
1. The Covenant Story: Abraham (Genesis 12-25)
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1.1. Abram’s Obligations

1.1.1. Separation: Leave your old life behind
1.1.2. Walking Holy: Take up a new life
1.1.3. Circumcision: Cut off sin
1.1.4. Sacrifice your Son: Why do you love me?
1.2. God’s Promises

1.2.1. Great Nation: Fruitful and Multiplying
1.2.2. Great Name: Famous and Remembered
1.2.3. Great Blessing: Fruit and Fame is Blessing to many nations
1.3. God’s Provisions
1.3.1. God Provides Himself: Genesis 15
· God passes through the pieces
1.3.2. God Provides A Son: Laughter is Born
· The promise is kept, by faith (Heb 11)
1.3.3. God Provides Himself: Genesis 22
· God will be the sacrifice
1.4. Promises Proved: Isaac

1.4.1. “Abraham we admire, Isaac we pity, but Joseph we love” (Elie Wiesel)

1.4.2. The Truth about Covenant Children 

1.4.3. Problem: What about Ishmael?
2. The Covenant Story: Jacob (Genesis 26-36)

2.1. God’s Choice: (Romans 9:10-13)
2.1.1. The older will serve the younger

2.1.2. Loving and blessing the “wrong guy”

2.2. The Grasper

2.2.1. Soup for the Birthright
2.2.2. Deceit for the Father’s Blessing 

2.2.3. Trickery for Sheep 

2.2.4. Stealing Laban’s daughters/grandchildren

2.3. The Wrestler 

2.3.1. Jacob’s Ladder 

2.3.2. Jacob’s Confession

2.3.3. Jacob’s New Name 

3. The Covenant Story: Joseph (Genesis 37-50)

3.1. The Suffering Servant: enduring injustice

3.2. The Deliverer: enduring injustice leads to salvation

3.3. The Blessings of Jacob
3.3.1. The older will serve the younger: Ephraim and Manasseh 
3.3.2. Focusing on Judah and Levi:
· Judah: the Sceptre  
· Levi: restoring grace
4. The Theology of Our Story
4.1. God calls His people out of the world

4.2. A life of holiness begins with faith in God’s provision

4.3. The savior will suffer exile and injustice, but deliver his people through his suffering

Moses’ Picture of Salvation

(Exodus – Joshua)
1. The Exodus (Exodus 1-15)

1.1. Raising up the Deliverer 

1.1.1. Perfect Providence: God preserves His chosen one
1.1.2. The Call: a bush that will not burn
1.1.3. God and His Prophets: Whose Word?
1.2. Crushing the False Gods
1.2.1. Taking down gods:

· Bloody Nile River

--  Flies 


--  Hail
· Frogs 



--  Animal Disease 

--  Locusts
· Insects (Gnats) 

--  Boils 


--  Darkness
1.2.2. Confronting the last god: First-born
1.2.3. Deliverance through Conquest
1.3. Complete Deliverance: Red Sea

2. The Law (Exodus 16-40, Leviticus, Numbers 1-10)
2.1. The Way of Salvation
2.1.1. Apodictic vs. Casuistic:

· Apodictic: declared, 10 Commandments
· Casuistic: case, almost everything else
2.1.2. Moral, Ceremonial, and Civil:

· Moral: foundation, abiding
· Civil: for the nation of Israel
· Ceremonial: for the Old Covenant church
2.1.3. Perfect Holiness
2.2. Day of Atonement: (Leviticus 16)

2.2.1. No one has perfect holiness
2.2.2. The sacrifices are not enough
2.2.3. One great sacrifice
2.3. The Tabernacle
2.3.1. A Broken Relationship: Can God dwell in the midst of a sinful people?
2.3.2. A Restored Relationship: Sanctification in Pictures and Stages
2.3.3. How is sinful man made right with a holy God? 

2.4. Moses as Mediator
2.4.1. Excursus: Burnt, Grain, and Peace Offerings 
2.4.2. Complete Failure: The Covenant and the People

2.4.3. The Need for a Third Party:

· Exodus 32:1-14
· Numbers 14:11-24
3. Wandering in the Wilderness (Numbers 11-36)
3.1. Testing the People (Deuteronomy 8:2-3)

3.2. The People Fail: Grumbling
3.3. The Warning (1 Corinthians 10:1-6; Hebrews 3:7-19)

4. Taking the Land (Deuteronomy-Joshua)

4.1. Reviewing the Covenant: What has God done for His people?
4.2. Renewing the Covenant: What does He expect of His people?
4.3. Enacting the Covenant: Fighting the enemies of God with the promises of God
4.4. Partial Success: This is Canaan and it ain't Heaven!
5. The Theology of Our Story
5.1. God will save his people by conquering his and their enemies
5.2. God demand perfect holiness from his people

5.3. Since his people cannot be perfectly holy, they need a substitute for sin
5.4. Since his people cannot be perfectly holy, they need a mediator to set right their relationship with God
5.5. In this life, we fight for the land; in the next, we rest in the land

David’s Picture of Salvation

(Judges – 1 Kings 11)
1. The Need for a King (Judges and Ruth)

1.1. Four ascending judges, one pivotal judge, and seven descending judges (Judges)
1.1.1. Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah (Barak)

1.1.2. Gideon (Abimelech)

1.1.3. Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samson

1.2. Doing right in their own eyes (Judges)
1.2.1. Gruesome depravity

1.2.2. Depravity, Division, and Need

1.3. Yet, there is hope (Ruth)
1.3.1. Bringing in Gentiles: a Moabitess?!
1.3.2. Kinsmen-Redeemer: Boaz or Obed? Let’s Check out Ruth 4:13-15
1.3.3. The Royal Line: THE KING IS COMING!
2. The Nations’ King (1 Samuel)

2.1. Rejecting God as King

2.1.1. The Last Judge: (also a prophet and priest) Samuel
2.1.2. Rebellion against God: (Romans 13)

2.2. A Peoples’ King 

2.2.1. Deuteronomy 17:14-20: the qualifications of a king
2.2.2. Judgment: (Romans 1:24) they get what they want
3. God’s King (2 Samuel – 1 Kings 11)

3.1. The Humble King: David
3.1.1. The “Anointed” One

3.1.2. The Meek One

3.1.3. The Afflicted One

3.2. The Conquering King: David
3.2.1. King Over All: God will build the House (2 Samuel 7)

3.2.2. God’s Glory First: David Dances before the Lord (2 Samuel 6)
3.3. The Exalted King: Solomon
3.3.1. Seated in Power

3.3.2. Judging His Enemies

3.3.3. Extending His Rule

3.4. Not Yet the Christ
3.4.1. David and Bathsheba (1 Samuel 11-12)

3.4.2. Solomon and Godly Kingship (Deuteronomy 17:14-20)
4. The Divided Kingdom (1 Kings 12 – 2 King 16)
4.1. Rehoboam and Jeroboam
4.1.1. Rehoboam 
· Death and Taxes
4.1.2. Jeroboam 
· Wrong Place
· Wrong Time
· Wrong Leaders
· Wrong Worship
4.2. The Collapse of Israel

4.2.1. Zimri and Omri
4.2.2. Ahab (Jezebel) vs. Elijah
4.2.3. Pekah
4.3. The Roller-Coaster of Judah:

4.3.1. Uzziah to Ahaz
4.3.2. Hezekiah to Manasseh
4.3.3. Josiah to Zedekiah
4.3.4. Tribute from Davidic Kings: So, what do you love?
5. Excursus: The Place of Chronicles in the Old Testament 
5.1. Hebrew Bible vs. English Bibles
5.2. Adam to Cyrus
5.3. Choosing Israel (1 Chronicles 1-9)
5.4. Choosing David (1 Chronicles 10-29)
5.5. Choosing Solomon (2 Chronicles 1-9)
5.6. Chastening/Restoring Israel (2 Chronicles 10-36)
5.7. Unbelief and Idolatry have one conclusion:  JUDGMENT
Judgment on the Unbelieving

(2 Kings 17-25, Prophets)

1. The Collapse of Israel

1.1. Amos: “The Lion Roars”
· God hates sin; God loves His people
1.2. Hosea: “The Loving Husband”
· Everlasting Love; Changing Children's Names
1.3. Micah: “The Covenant Keeper”
· God will judge sin; God will preserve the remnant
1.4. Joel: “Act Now”
· God has either mercy or judgment – Choose One
2. The Roller-Coaster of Judah
2.1. Zephaniah: “What Lies Ahead”
· God will carry His people through the fire
2.2. Habakkuk: “The Sovereign Hand”
· Where is God when His people suffer?
2.3. Jeremiah: “The Book of Consolations”
· God judges; God restores – A New Covenant
3. Judgment on Other Nations

3.1. Jonah: “The Reluctant Prophet”
· A Repentant City; A Compassionate God; Death?
3.2. Nahum:  “The Warrior's Wrath”
· Filling up the bowl of wrath in Nineveh
3.3. Obadiah: “Dealing with Edom”
· Gentiles and Jerusalem; Psalm 137
4. God’s People in Exile
4.1. Daniel: “Who's the King?”
· Kings and History: Who's in charge, here?
4.2. Ezekiel: “God's Glory and God's People”
· Jeremiah; Magic Stuff; The Real Temple 
4.3. Excursus: Esther and where is GOD??
5. The Theology of Our Story
5.1. God warns His people of discipline and judgment 

5.2. God disciplines His children and judges his enemies 

5.3. God restores His people to covenant blessings (We will look at this more later)

5.4. God rules all history – for the Church 
Restoring the Remnant

(Ezra, Nehemiah, Prophets)

1. Bringing Back the People

1.1. A Moment of Pure Joy (Psalm 126)
1.2. Reminiscent of Another Event (Psalm 114)
2. Rebuilding the Temple (Cyrus, Ezra, Haggai, Zechariah)
2.1. A Sovereign Servant (Pun Intended)
2.2. A Good Priest: (Ezra 7:10)
· Study It
· Do It
· Teach It
2.3. The Work of a Prophet:
· Haggai 1:14
· Ezra 5:1-2; 6:14
3. Rebuilding the City (Nehemiah)
3.1. Passion for God’s Glory: Nehemiah's motivation in Chapter 1
3.2. Passion for God’s People: Nehemiah's one distraction in Chapter 5
3.3. Passion for God’s Law: Nehemiah's major conflict in Chapter 13
3.4. The Puritan Problem: What is a Godly City?

4. Ending the Story … For Now (Malachi)
4.1. A Chosen People: The covenant has not changed – promise and law
4.2. A Sinful People: The heart has not changed – wicked and stubborn
4.3. A Perfecting People: Baby steps to glory
4.4. A Waiting People: Is He really coming?
5. The Theology of Our Story
5.1. God rules all history – for the church

5.2. God restores His people to the covenant blessings
5.3. God’s glory must be first 

5.4. God’s people must wait

Songs and Poems of the Saints 
(Wisdom Literature)
1. Sovereignty and Suffering (Job):

1.1. The Story: Rich Man, Poor Man, Very Rich Man
1.2. Asking Tough Questions: What Can We Do?
1.3. Silence and Sovereignty: What Can't We Do?
1.4. Seeing Jesus in Job: The Suffering Servant
1.5. What is Hope? The Significance of Job 19:25-27
2. Wisdom for Living (Proverbs and Ecclesiastes)
2.1. Our Great Need: How Now Shall We Live?
2.2. “Wisdom”: The Art of Steering Through Life
2.3. Principles from Proverbs
2.4. Two Ways to Learn
2.5. Jesus and Wisdom (James)
3. A Time for Mourning (Lamentations)
3.1. Historical Setting: Weeping for the City of God (586 B.C.)
3.2. Hope: The Lord is our destroyer, therefore, the Lord is our savior 
3.3. Literary Structure:

· Chiasmus: Starting with desolation and ending with salvation
3.4. Hesed: How do we mourn?
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4. True Love (Song of Solomon) 
4.1. The Problem with Allegories
4.2. The Scandal of a Good Marriage
4.3. Jesus is a Husband and the Church is His Bride
5. The Christ of the Covenant (Isaiah)
5.1. Difficulties and Complexities
5.1.1. Old vs. New
5.1.2. Jew vs. Gentile
5.1.3. Sovereignty and History – Predictive Prophecy
5.1.4. Judgment and Salvation
5.2. Christ in the Old Covenant
5.2.1. Isaiah 7:14-16: A virgin's son named Immanuel
5.2.2. Isaiah 9:1-7: A kingly son named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace
5.2.3. Isaiah 52:13-53:12: The Suffering Servant
6. Songs of the Covenant (Psalms) 

6.1. “The Anatomy of the Human Soul” (John Calvin)
6.2. Scriptures’ Systematic Theology
6.3. The Songbook of the Church
6.4. Jesus in the Psalter:  1, 2, 16, 22, 24, 30, 55, 69, 110, 118, etc., etc., etc. 
· “We can sing the ‘we’ psalms because Jesus sang the ‘I’ psalms.” (C. H. Spurgeon)
7. The Theology of Our Story
7.1. Stories, Poems, and Songs – this book is for us!

7.2. The sovereign God is the GOOD God (Romans 9)

7.3. Centrality of the Psalter: the bridge between the Old and the New 

7.4. Love deeply and sacrificially – this is how Christ loved us
Getting a Handle on the Whole Thing
1. The Books
1.1. Pentateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy
1.2. Historical Books: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1, 2 Samuel, 1, 2 Kings, 1, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther
1.3. Wisdom Literature: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon

1.4. Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel

1.5. Minor Prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi

2. The Story:  Covenant 
2.1. The Relationship: “I will walk among you and will be your God, and you shall be my people”

2.2. The Law: “You therefore must be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect”

2.3. The Promise: 
“I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land.  I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you.  And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you.  And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.  You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.” 
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