 The Bible Alone
Vow 1: Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, the only infallible rule for faith and life?
We believe that the Bible is the only infallible Word of God and the only rule for faith and life.  While the Bible is not an encyclopedia explaining every last detail of life, it does provide all we need to live a life that is pleasing to God.  The Bible alone is our authority.  It tells us what to believe and what to do.  Everything we think, say, or do must be consistent with the teachings of the Bible.  

Look at 2 Timothy 3:16-17. Who is ultimately responsible for writing the Bible? What should it be used for?
Look at Hebrews 4:12-13.  How should the Bible affect us when we read it or hear it preached?

Look at Psalm 119:105 and Psalm 119:130.  How does the Bible connect with our everyday life?
Look at Psalm 119:97.  How should we feel about the Bible and what should we do with it?

To Go Deeper:
Read Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 1: Of the Holy Scripture
Read Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 1-5
Memorize Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions 1-3
A Triune God
Vow 2: Do you believe in the one living and true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as revealed in the Scriptures?

We believe that the Bible teaches that God is one God in three persons.  This is a great mystery and hard to understand, but it is absolutely true.  These three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, are one God, the same in substance and equal in power and glory.  Although we will never fully understand this, we believe it to be true because the Bible declares God to be in three persons.
Look at Genesis 1:26, 3:22.  Why does God say “our image” and “like us”?

Look at Psalm 33:6.  How did God create all things (hint: the word for “breath” can also be “spirit”)?

Look at John 15:26. Who is speaking? Who is being sent and who is doing the sending?
Look at John 1:14 and Hebrews 1:1-3. How do we know anything about God?
To Go Deeper:
Read Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapters 2-5
Read Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 6-20
Memorize Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions 4-12
Saved by Sovereign Grace
Vow 3: Do you repent of your sin; confess your guilt and helplessness as a sinner against God; profess Jesus Christ, Son of God, as your Savior and Lord; and dedicate yourself to His service?
We believe that all people are conceived and born as sinners.  Although God may graciously restrain evil in people to some degree, everyone comes into the world naturally self-centered and naturally sinful.  God, entirely out of His free grace, decided to show love to some people and He sent His only Son to become man, live a perfectly righteous life, die for sinners, rise again from the dead, and ascend to Heaven as King.  We believe that when people acknowledge their sin to God and ask for forgiveness, because of Jesus’ work, He forgives them and declares them righteous.  
Look at Psalm 53:1-3 and Romans 3:9-19. What is God’s assessment of people?  What are people really like?  
Look at Ephesians 1:3-14. Why did God save anyone from their sins (hint: focus on verses 4, 6, 12, and 14)?

Look again at Ephesians 1:3-14. List all the things God did for us in saving us from our sins.

Look at Acts 2:37-38, Acts 16:30-31, and Romans 10:8-10. List all the things we must do to be saved. 

To Go Deeper:
Read Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapters 10-12 and 14-15
Read Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 21-55, 57-74, 149-153 
Memorize Westminster Shorter Catechism, Question 13-36, 82-87
Ruled by King Jesus 
Vow 3: Do you promise that you will endeavor to forsake all sin, and to conform your life to His teaching and example?
We believe that God wants to do more with us than just keep us out of Hell; He wants to remove all our sin and fill us with holiness and righteousness.  He wants us to be perfect as He is perfect.  We learn to be perfect by understanding and obeying Jesus’ teachings and by examining and imitating Jesus’ life.  We believe that this process requires our hard work and full attention, as well as God’s abundant grace.    
Look at Genesis 1:26-27 and Ephesians 4:20-24.  Who should we be like?

Look at Genesis 17:1, Psalm 56:13, and Matthew 5:48.  What does God want from us? 

Look at Romans 8:1-14.  According to Paul, who are you and how are you able to keep the law of God? 
Look at Philippians 2:12-13.  What do we do and what has God done?
To Go Deeper:
Read Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 13 and 16
Read Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 77-81, 83, 91-148
Memorize Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions 39-81
Governed by Elders
Vow 4: Do you promise to submit in the Lord to the teaching and government of this church as being based upon the Scriptures and described in substance in the Constitution of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America?  Do you recognize your responsibility to work with others in the church and do you promise to support and encourage them in their service to the Lord?  In case you should need correction in doctrine or life, do you promise to respect the authority and discipline of the church?

We believe God gave the responsibility of governing the Church to the elders of the Church.  In the RPCNA, the elders gather into courts at three levels: the Session governs the local church, the Presbytery governs a geographic region and the churches within that region, and the Synod governs all the churches and presbyteries in the North American continent.  We are not only united under these courts, but we are also united by our common confession, the Constitution of the RPCNA.  We do not say that this document is perfect in every way, but we believe that does present a thoroughly biblical standard for our Church.
Look at Psalm 107:32 and Hebrews 13:17. Who are our leaders? How are we to treat them? Why?
Read through the RP Testimony. Write out any questions or comments that come to mind as you read.
To Go Deeper:
Read Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapters 25, 30-31
Read Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 60-65, 123-133 
Review Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions 63-66
Living in Covenant
Vow 5: To the end that you may grow in the Christian life, do you promise that you will diligently read the Bible, engage in private prayer, keep the Lord’s Day, regularly attend the worship services, observe the appointed sacraments, and give to the Lord’s work as He shall prosper you?

We believe that God has designed human bodies to grow by the natural means of food, drink, rest, and exercise; in the same way, we believe that the Church grows by the supernatural means of the Bible, prayer, the sacraments, and Christian fellowship.  Nothing should ever replace or diminish our focus on these “means of grace”.  They are the key to a healthy Christian life.  We believe that each believer must promise to live in an intimate relationship with God; by communicating with Him (Bible and prayer), by feasting with Him (Lord’s Supper), by setting themselves apart to unite with His Church (Lord’s Day and baptism), and by giving generously to His Kingdom’s work (tithes and offerings).  We vow to maintain this lifestyle by taking this covenant.    
Look at Hebrews 10:23-25.  What are we commanded to do?
Look at Joshua 1:8 and Psalm 119:11.  What are we to do with the Bible?
Look at 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.  How often should we pray and what should we say in our prayers?
Look at Malachi 3:8-10 and 1 Corinthians 16:2.  Who do we give our tithes to?  Why?  When? 
To Go Deeper:
Read Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapters 21, 26-29
Read Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 154-196
Memorize Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions 88-107
Building His Kingdom

Vow 6: Do you purpose to seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness in all the relationships of life, faithfully to perform your whole duty as a true servant of Jesus Christ, and seek to win others to Him?

We believe that the Kingdom of God is to be both broad and deep.  Our goal is to see both every area of our life and every person in our life in submission to King Jesus.  Therefore, we promise to live with a complete focus on Jesus and His Kingdom so that every thought, word, and action reflects Jesus’ glory and so draws people’s attention to Jesus’ glory.  
Look at 2 Corinthians 5:3-7.  What three things are we to submit to Jesus? 
Look at Matthew 6:31-34.  What does Jesus command us to ignore?  What are we to focus on?
Look at 1 Corinthians 9:19-23.  How far are we to go in sharing the Gospel with others? 
Look at Psalm 72 and Matthew 28:18-20.  What is Jesus’ goal for the world?  What should ours be?   
To Go Deeper:
Read Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapters 19-20 and 23-24
Read Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 28-32, 45, 83, 91-148
Review Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions 26 and 40-81
Yearning for Glory

Vow 7: Do you make this profession of faith and purpose in the presence of God, in humble reliance upon His grace, as you desire to give your account with joy at the last Great Day?
We believe that membership in the Church of Jesus Christ is a covenant with God, a promise to love, worship and obey Him only.  We publicly profess these vows so that God’s people can hear our covenant with God and join us in helping us keep it.  But, we also understand that our covenant does not save us; Jesus alone saves us.  Therefore, we end our covenant by promising to remember that our vows and diligent keeping of these vows is not our hope; Jesus alone saves us.
Look at Galatians 3:1-3.  How did we first enjoy salvation?  How do we stay saved?  
Look at Psalm 130 and Acts 4:12.  What is our only hope? 
Look at Philippians 1:6 and Jude 1:24.  What is our only hope?
Look at 1 Corinthians 15:12-58.  What is our only hope?
To Go Deeper:
Read Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapters 22, 32-33
Read Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 56, 82, 84-90, 108, 113
Memorize Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions 37-38
Under Vows
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